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in the next world, of which they seem to have some distinct ideas. The viaticum for a dying Toda is a drink of milk, and after death he is wrapped up in a garment, into the pockets of which is placed a supply of grain and sugar for use on the ghostly journey. There are two funeral ceremonies called the green funeral and the dry funeral. The former is the actual funeral ceremony, and the latter is that which answers somewhat to the sapindi rite of the orthodox.
Very soon after death the body is carried out to the burying ground and a small herd of buffaloes is driven along with the procession. Each animal has a little bell hung round its neck and each one is driven close up to the funeral pile. The mourners present include women and children. Each one present takes up three handfuls of earth and throwing it upon the body says, " Let him go into the soil." The rest of this touching ceremony may be best given in Mr. Grigg's own words: " The recumbent corpse is now lifted up in the arms of the relatives, and each cow in succession is dragged by two men up to her master, whose arm is raised and made to touch the animal's horns. After this the pyre is lighted by fire made by the friction of two sticks. The body is lifted up and swung three times from side to side, then laid on the burning wood face downwards. As the flames devour the body the people cry, 'shall we kill buffaloes for you? You are going to Ammir (heaven); may it be well with you; may all thy sins go/ One or two buffaloes are now killed, and, as each creature falls dead from a blow from the butt end of an axe, the people crowd round it, sobbing and lamenting and kissing its face. After this they sit round the bier in pairs with their faces together and their foreheads touching, weeping bitterly and wailing in true oriental fashion."
The skull and bones are preserved for the dry funeral. There is no religious ceremony at the cremation